Depression and suicide in children and adolescents.
Presented here is a review of data regarding depression and suicide in children and adolescents. It covers prevalence, developmental vulnerabilities, defenses specific to adolescence, and symptoms specific to this transitional age. Psychosomatics, family relations, and societal and moral stresses as they affect psychic stability and identity formation are discussed. Precipitation factors, suicide risk assessment, and review of treatment interventions are included.